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Would you like to get the daily editions 
of the Chewelah Independent? 
Our semi-daily editions will come up in-between 
our print editions. Stay up to date by having them 
emailed to you! Email brandon@chewelah
independent.com and he will add you to the 
Chewelah Independent’s daily edition mailing list.

SUBSCRIBE TO THE PAPER
Get local news, sports, photos and much more delivered right to your mailbox with the Chewelah Independent’s weekly 
print edition. This will have premium stories and photos for you to enjoy in handheld format. To subscribe to the 
paper, call 935-8422 or email theindependent@centurytel.net. Cost is only $30 a year if you live in Stevens County.

STATE 2B BOYS BASKETBALL

DREAMIN’ DAWGS 
Kettle Falls defeats Darrington 47-35 to punch ticket to the Spokane Arena

THE WHOLE TOWN 
The Kettle Falls boys basketball team is greeted 
by their own fans after a 47-35 victory in the 
regional round of the State 2B Boys Basketball 
Tournament at Mt. Spokane. (Brandon Hansen photo)  

AT MT. SPOKANE
KETTLE FALLS 47, DARRINGTON 35

Darrington 12 3 4 16 35
Kettle Falls 11 10 13 13 47

Kettle Falls Scoring: Thompson 12, Keller 9, 
McKern 6, Pfeffer 6, Matney 6, Bair 4, Furgison 3

Kettle Falls, at least locally, is 
known for its one town grump as fa-
mously emblazoned on their welcome 
sign into city limits.

Everyone else, however, was at 
the regional game at Mt. Spokane as 
part of the  State 2B Boys Basketball 
Tournament on Saturday. 

The Bulldogs had made their first 
state appearance since 2003 but 
still had one goal in mind when 
they stepped onto the court at 
Mt. Spokane. 

“While it feels amazing 
to be in this position, we still 
need one more win to reach our 
ultimate goal of playing in the 
Spokane Arena,” Kettle Falls 
Coach Cameron Stewart said be-
fore the game. “If we can do it, 
then we’ll be setting new goals 
for next week.”

There will be a new 

goal-setting meeting as No. 12-seeded 
Kettle Falls surged in the middle 
two quarters to defeat No. 13-seeded 
Darrington 47-35.

Matt Thompson led the Bulldogs 
with 12 points while Morgan Keller 
added another nine. 

“It’s unreal,” Thompson said of 
the team advancing to the Spokane 
Arena phase of the state tournament. 
“I’m so glad to be doing it with my 
teammates. We’ve worked all year, 
more than just a year - like our who 
lives.  I’m so grateful to be here and 
compete with them.” 

After trailing by a point in the first 
quarter, Kettle Falls went on a 10-3 
run in the second quarter and went into 
halftime with a 21-15 lead. 

Thompson said it was the teams’s 
grit that proved to be the different in 
the matchup. It was Kettle Falls’ low-
est scoring game since a 76-45 loss to 
Odessa on Jan. 28, but Bulldogs were 
taking charges, battling for rebounds 
and making all the plays one would ex-
pect in a “no tomorrow” type of game 
for the loser.

“We’re a tough team, we come 
from a small town and just showed it 
tonight,” Thompson said. “Darrington 
is a good team and we just outworked 
them.” 

After the break, the Bulldogs 

continued to be tough defensively, go-
ing on 13-4 run in the third quarter.

Darrington trailed 34-19 going 
into the fourth quarter but was able to 
pull within a few scores in the fourth 
but free throws by Kettle Falls was 
enough to ward off any chance at a 
comeback. 

Darrington was led by Caleb 
Rivera’s 17 points. 

The Bulldogs have won four 
out of their last five, including three 
loser-out contests during the district 
tournament. 

“We have a tough league,” 
Thompson said. “Coming up through 
our league, we saw the four spot was 
open [in districts] and we said we’ve 
got to take it.” 

The NE 2B North and South is 
a state powerhouse this year, as the 
No. 1 seeded Liberty Lancers and No. 
2 Saint George’s Dragons have first 
round byes in the Hardwood Classic 
at the Arena. No. 9 Colfax will also 
be playing in the Arena as well. This 
means out of the twelve teams still 
alive for a state championship, four 
come from District 7.

For the Kettle Falls seniors and 
their fans, it is a dream come true. 
Thompson said fellow senior Cade 
McKern have played together since 
third grade AAU. For the town, well, 

there was little seperating 
the Kennel Club at nearby 
Gonzaga and the horde of 
Kettle Falls faithful. A large 
chunk of the grandstands was 
packed with Bulldog fans and 
they made their presence felt 
with noise during most of the 
contest. 

Now the attention turns 
to the Spokane Arena on 
Wednesday when they will 
face No. 4-ranked Brewster 
who brings a 21-3 record to 
the arena and a pedigreee 
of great basketball squads 
through the years. 

The Bears are averaging 
83 points per game, have a 
roster with five seniors and six 
players over 6’2” 

But pressure and highly-
regarded teams have been on 
the slate for the Bulldogs all 
year, so any kind of compari-
son in a postseason sense, is 
an exercise in futility. Kettle 
Falls has been hot since the 
end of January, winning eight 
games and losing just two.

Tipoff is Wednesday 
at 7:15 p.m. at the Spokane 
Arena.

BRANDON HANSEN
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GROWLING WITH GREATNESS: 
Kettle Falls continues 
magical season and will face 
No. 4 Brewster on Wednesday 
at the Spokane Arena

Kettle Falls coach Cameron Stewart gets a 
hug after the regional win. Brandon Hansen photo

The Kettle Falls crowd had power in numbers at Mt. Spokane High School on Saturday. Brandon Hansen photo


