
On February 12th a citizen reported a 
suspicious vehicle in their driveway located 
in the 3800 block of Grouse Creek Rd.  
The Sheriff’s Office, WSP, and Chewelah 
PD responded and contacted two suspects 
in a stolen vehicle.  Both suspects went to 
jail, Canine Rebel smelled narcotics in the 
car so it was towed for a search, and the 
owner eventually got his car back.  Would 
you really want your car back after Dirty 
Mike and the boys partied in it…?

From February 2nd through 22nd the 
Chewelah PD handled approximately 108 
calls & here’s a review of what happened.  

Officers received reports of three elder 
abuse situations; responded to four bur-
glary alarms; an area check; two assault 
reports; and several agency assist calls.  A 
warrant service; two burglary reports; three 
citizen assist calls; a report from CPS; a 
dog complaint; a domestic disturbance; 
and two fraud complaints were received.  
If you live on West Trappers Loop and 
walk a dog, we’ve received a complaint 
that you’re walking your dog without a 
leash.  City Ordinance 6.04.080 requires 
you to keep your dog on a leash.   Five 
incomplete 911 calls; three info reports; 

two landlord tenant disputes; littering; 
and a report of lost/found property.  (A 
Good Samaritan found a debit card that 
was left at the car wash and turned it in.)  
Four calls related to people having mental 
health challenges; a misc call; a missing 
person; a civil paper service; a pursuit; a 
search warrant.  Suspicious people and 
vehicles were checked; two calls involving 
stolen/recovered vehicles; two add’l theft 
complaints; three collisions in the vicinity 
of town; six traffic situations were reported; 
an unwanted person; five welfare check 
requests; and officers made 37 traffic stops 

to promote traffic safety and get unsafe 
drivers off the road.  Remember, if you’re 
driving eastbound it’s a $426.00 ticket to 
cross the wide yellow line into diagonal 
parking on E. Main Ave….

Last week a building was found unse-
cured and the building was searched using 
Canine Rebel.  If you are someone who 
considers breaking into any sort of build-
ing, occupied or not, you should consider 
that a large police dog will most likely be 
used to search for you, he will find you and 
will most likely bite you.

POLICE BLOTTER: Car returned after Dirty Mike and boys partied MARK BURROWS
Chewelah Chief of Police

  

The Independent welcomes Letters to 
the Editor with no more than 500 words. The 
editor reserves the right to reject letters or edit 
for clarity, brevity, good taste and accuracy or 
to prevent libel. No poetry, attacks on private 
individuals or letter-writing campaigns, please. 
All submissions must include the writer’s name, 
address and daytime phone number.

Thank you letters should relate to a public 
event, organization or official. Personal thanks 
to individuals, for help through an illness for 
example, should be handled as a “Card of 
Thanks” in the Classifieds or as a display ad. 
Please limit submission to one letter every two 
weeks. Mailed or faxed submissions must be 
signed. All submissions become the property of 
The Independent. 
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NEWS BRIEFS Short news bits 
from around the area

COLVILLE ANIMAL HOSPITAL AND ECHO 
RIDGE VETERINARY HOSPITAL UNITING 
FOR ON-CALL EMERGENCY SERVICE 
     Colville Animal Hospital and Echo Ridge Veterinary 
Hospital are uniting together to offer shared on-call 
emergency veterinary services to the residents of 
Stevens County. This type of collaborative effort is 
common in rural areas where veterinary professionals 
are in short supply. It allows hospitals to offer emergen-
cy services to their local communities without overtax-
ing the veterinarian’s personal life and mental health 
which in turn drives so many professionals to leave our 
rural areas. It is an alternative to what veterinary clinics 
do in more population dense areas where all emergency 
services for all clinics are referred to fully staffed emer-
gency hospitals.
     On-call emergency services will rotate back 
and forth from one clinic to another. Mondays and 
Wednesdays, Colville Animal Hospital will take calls at 
their clinic at 572 S Main St Colville. The emergency 
cell phone number where a doctor can be reached for 
CAH is 675-5329. Tuesdays and Thursdays, Echo 
Ridge Veterinary Hospital will take calls at their clinic 
at 1072 Williams Lake Rd Evans, WA. 
     The emergency cell phone number where a doc-
tor can be reached at ERVH is 675-8522. Weekends 
(Fri-Sunday) and holidays will rotate back and forth 
between the two clinics. There will be only one on-call 
veterinarian for northern Stevens County and surround-
ing areas. The on-call doctor will carry a cell phone 
and will not be on premises. Arrangements must be 
made with the doctor to meet at their respective clinics. 
If the on-call doctor does not immediately answer the 
emergency phone, it is likely that the doctor is engaged 
with another emergency. Please leave a message and 
the doctor will call you back as soon as they become 
available. If your emergency is pressing and cannot 
wait for a return call, then you may want to seek more 
immediate services further south including one of the 
full service emergency clinics in Spokane.
     There are distinct differences between the on-call 
services of local veterinarians like CAH & ERVH, and 
the services offered at a fully staffed emergency hospi-
tal. Complicated, in-depth, or critical cases that require 
closer monitoring, may be encouraged travel to a fully 
staffed emergency hospital in Spokane.
The doctors at both clinics are working to establish 
communication links so that long standing patients at 
one clinic can be smoothly transitioned, if necessary for 
emergency services, then resumed at their respective 
clinics during normal business hours.
     Both Colville Animal Hospital and Echo Ridge 
Veterinary Hospital said they are excited about this 
collaborative effort between both clinics and hope that 
the community will be supportive and understanding 
of this endeavor. They added that as the population 
and demand for veterinary services in Stevens County 
grows, it is becoming increasingly more difficult to 
bring and maintain good veterinary professionals to 
rural areas as they must sacrifice a good deal of their 
personal lives to offer after hours emergency care. 
     If you have any questions or concerns regarding this 
arrangement please do not hesitate to call either clinic.
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“Our first round matchup is looking 
good,” Youngblood said. “It’ll be a great 
and fun game. I can’t wait.” 

 If they win, the Stags will move on 
in the bracket to the Yakima Sundome 
on March 4-7. 

Youngblood said that what has been 
some keys to success at Deer Park has 
been his effort all the time during games, 
on both sides of the ball.

“I love playing defense and being 
able to stretch the floor with my three 
ball as well as my ability to drive and 
score,” Youngblood said.

The junior has been able to be a 
leader and facilitate to find teammates 
like Gelder. 

Before Youngblood showed up to 
Deer Park, the Stags were 9-12 overall. 
In his first year playing as a sophomore, 
the team improved to 20-4 overall and 
11-2 in league play. 

Regardless of the result this year, 
Youngblood has one more year with the 
Stags in 2020-21 and the potential is 
there for another great season.

“I’m feeling great about my senior 
year,” Youngblood said looking for-
ward, kind of. “I’m still in my junior 
year though and I’m taking it one day 
at a time and trying to get better each 
day. After my high school career, I want 

to major in exercise science and minor 
in business.” 

 Youngblood and the Stags tipoff 
tonight at West Valley High School in 
Spokane at 6 p.m.

deaths were in China when the government was still grap-
pling with the outbreak from an unknown virus. Still a 
fatality rate 20 times more deadly than the common flu is 
nothing to ignore. 

The death rate in the providence where the virus first 
occurred was 2.9 percent, whereas in other Chinese provi-
dences, the rate was .4 percent. Meaning quarantine and 
responses by the government are working. 

Outside of China, only 64 people have died out of a 
total of 4,053 cases, which equals out to about a 1 percent 
fatality rate. While higher than the common flu, it’s much 
lower than the fatality rate experienced in the providence 
in China where the outbreak occured. Worldwide cases are 
also very limited at the moment.

WHAT SHOULD YOU DO?
Don’t panic, but stay informed. The number of cases 

outside of China is very small and in the U.S. the number 
of cases is just 60. While the CDC expects this number 
to go up and is asking people to be prepared and under-
stand there will probably be disruptions to everyday life, 
this would include keeping kids out of school and having 
teleconferences instead of meetings. 

WHO IS MOST VULNERABLE?
Elderly people are most vunerable with a death rate of 

about 14.8 percent for people over 80. Ages 70 to 79 saw a 
fatality rate of eight percent and people aged 60-69 saw a 
three percent fatality rate. 

No deaths have been reported among children and for 
people under fifty, the fatality rate is less than a percentage 
point. 

HOW CAN YOU AVOID CATCHING THE VIRUS?
There is no full-proof way to avoid the virus but there 

are good hygiene and health habits to reduce your risk.   
-Wash your hands often. 
-Cover your coughs and sneezes with an elbow sleeve 

or tissue. 
-Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth.
-Clean frequently touched surfaces and objects like 

doorknobs and countertops. 
-Get the flu shot. While it won’t prevent you from get-

ting the coronavirus, you could develop severe pneumonia 
if you contract both the fly and coronavirus. 

BE PREPARED TO STAY HOME
The CDC said that more cases of the coronavirus in the 

United States is inevitable. This could mean staying home 
might be the best course of action in some cases. Here are 
tips on how you could achieve this: 

-Contact your employer about the company’s work-
from-home and sick leave policy.

-Prepare for schools being closed. 
-Large group gatherings like concerts, religous services 

and public events could be cancelled. Be sure to keep up 
with local announcements of those cancellations.

-Make sure you have a reasonable amount of groceries 
and other basic household necessities. 

-Check with neighbors and loved ones on how they are 
feeling. 

IF YOU HAVE SYMPTOMS?
If you have a high fever, weakness, lethargy, shortness 

of breath and underlying conditions, seek medical attention. 
The older you are, the more apt you should be to see medi-
cal attention. 

Overall, stay informed and listen to public information 
released about the virus. Try and avoid unofficial informa-
tion and sensational outbursts on social media by unofficial 
sources. 

Echo Ridge Veterinary Hospital (pictured 
above) and Colville Animal Hospital are joining 
forces for on-call services in northern Stevens 
County. Courtesy photo

YOUNGBLOOD
Continued from Page 1

Even as a freshman, Dawson Youngblood was a force for the 
Chewelah Cougars and is seen here driving to the hoop against 
Colville two years ago. Brandon Hansen photo

CORONAVIRUS
Continued from Page 1

The Spokesman-Review is report-
ing that a Kettle Falls man was hospi-
talized after a car accident at Argonne 
Road and Interstate 90 in Spokane on 
Tuesday morning.

The Washington State Partrol sent 
out the information identifying Steven 
M. Garwood as the Kettle Falls man 
that was injured. His stopped car was 

struck in the roadway at Argonne and 
I-90, and had to be taken by ambulance 
to Providence Sacred Heart Medical 
Center just before 11 a.m. on Tuesday.

The hood on Garwood’s Ford 
Mustang had flown up and Gardwood 
has stopped his vehicle. After he exited 
the vehicle, it was struck by a Toyota 
Camry, driven by Zoe Meehan, 25 of 
Spokane.

This caused the Mustang to strike 
Garwood and caused injury. Meehan 
was not injured in the accident and was 

wearing a seatbelt. Both cars were a to-
tal lost.

The accident caused the eastbound 
onramp to I-90 and Argonne to be closed 
for a period of time on Tuesday.

Garwood, the Spokesman-Review 
reported, was treated and released. 

Both drives were given citations, 
Garwood for stopping in the road and 
Meehan for negligent driving. 

(Kip Hill of the Spokesman-Review 
was the original reporter for this article)

CAR ACCIDENT

Kettle Falls man injured in I-90 car accident
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