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STATE BASKETBALL

STATE OF MIND
The 2019-20 Selkirk Rangers basketball team advanced to state for the first time since 2005. Courtesy photo

Kettle Falls, Selkirk and St. George’s ready to do battle in state basketball tournament

BRANDON HANSEN
Chewelah Independent

MATTHEW THOMPSON

Matthew Thompson and the Kettle Falls
Bulldogs will be facing off against Darrington in
regionals today after an impressive run in the
district tournament. (Brandon Hansen File photo)

Today, three Northeast
Washington will be playing
in the state tournament for
basketball with the same
goals, but very different
feelings in their regional
matchups.
St. Georges, which is
ranked No. 2 in the state’s
RPI for 2B schools will be
playing No. 7 Onalaska at
Mt. Spokane High School
at 2 p.m. Not only is it a
short drive for the Spokanebased Dragons. but the team
they’re facing has to cross
the Cascades to get there.
The 19-4 Dragons have
been a Top-5 team in the
state all year and this game
is for seeding purposes only
for next week’s State 2B
Hardwood Classic at the
Spokane Arena. Due to the
format change, the top eight
seeds in the basketball tournaments play for seeding,
where the bottom eight seeds
play to get the right to play in
the first round at the Arena.

KETTLE FALLS MAKES FIRST
STATE TOURNAMENT
SINCE 2003

GAMES TODAY
IN STATE 1B...

No. 13 Selkirk (15-8)
vs. No. 12 Tacoma
Baptist (18-8)

at Rogers High School
in Puyallup
4 p.m.

IN STATE 2B...

No. 7 Onalaska (20-6)
vs. No. 2 St. George’s
(19-4)
at Mt. Spokane High
School in Spokane
2 p.m.

No. 13 Darrinton
(17-6) vs. No. 12
Kettle Falls (16-9)

at Mt. Spokane High
School in Spokane
4 p.m.

“We are just fighting to live another day. That’s our mindset and that’s
our commitment to fight together until the very end.”

Win and survive is
where Kettle Falls finds
itself. After a magical run through the District 7
2B Tournament where the north Stevens County team won
its first district game since 2006 and then advanced to the
state tournament for the first time since 2003, the Bulldogs
were seeded No. 12 according to the state RPI.
So when they tipoff today at 4 p.m. against 17-6
Darrington, it will be elimination battle, but pressure is
something the Bulldogs are used to.
“At this point, pressure is the least of our concern,”

Coach of the Year honors for
his efforts. In 2017-2018, the
team was 7-15.
KETTLE FALLS’ HEAD BOYS BASKETBALL COACH CAMERON STEWART
This year has been a
powerful rise to prominence and anyKettle Falls Head Coach Cameron Stewart said. “We are just
one who watched Chewelah and Kettle Falls battle saw
fighting to live another day. That’s our mindset and that’s
first-hand how good a squad the Bulldogs are... and how
our commitment, to fight together until the very end. We
good Cade McKern can shoot from the outside against the
have mature kids who love to prepare and look forward to
Cougars.
each new challenge. These guys are not afraid of the moAt the start of the season, Kettle Falls had the expecment, they just want to make it last as long as possible.”
tation of going to state this year. They had talked about it
The Bulldogs went 16-9 this year and have won seven
out of their last nine games. This is a big jump from 2018See BASKETBALL Page 2
2019’s mark of 9-13 and it earned Stewart NE 2B North

CHEWELAH THEATRE

Park Avenue Players now casting “The Dixie Swim Club”
AUDITIONS ON MARCH 9-10: Chewelah
theatre group hosting auditions at
Chewelah Center for the Arts
SALLY BEANE
Park Avenue Players

Park Avenue Players is gearing up for
their spring production “The Dixie Swim
Club” which consists of a witty yet touching
Jones, Hope & Wooten comedy about five
Southern women whose lasting friendship
begins on a college swim team and spans
decades of a long weekend every August to
recharge their relationships free from husbands, kids and jobs.
Auditions for the all-female cast

are scheduled for Monday, March 9, and
Tuesday, March 10, beginning at 6:30 p.m.
both evenings. Auditions will take place at
Chewelah Center for the Arts at 405 N 3rd St
E, Chewelah.
Playing a role calls for a commitment of
four to five rehearsals a week that will start
March 16 and culminate in six performances,
scheduled for the last two weekends of May.
Actors for these parts will ideally be in the
roughly 30- to 70-year age range.
The play will be directed by seasoned
director and long-time Park Avenue Player,
Cheri Freeman, with assistance from another
Park Avenue veteran, Geno Ludwig.
“In addition to actors, we also need a
props manager and we’re looking for dressers to help with quick changes and makeup,”

Would you like to get the daily editions
of the Chewelah Independent?
Our semi-daily editions will come up in-between
our print editions. Stay up to date by having them
emailed to you! Email brandon@chewelah
independent.com and he will add you to the
Chewelah Independent’s daily edition mailing list.

said Freeman. “The characters start in their
40s and age to their 70s throughout the
scenes of the play, so you can understand the
need for backstage help!”
The characters include Sheree, once the
spunky team captain, who now desperately
tries to maintain her organized and “perfect”
life, and Dinah, the wisecracking overachiever, a career dynamo, whose victories
in the courtroom are in stark contrast to the
frustrations of her personal life. Then there is
Lexie, pampered and outspoken, determined
to hold on to her looks and youth, who enjoys being married – over and over and over
again.
Sweet, eager-to-please Jeri Neal experiences a late entry into motherhood that
takes them all by surprise, while the acerbic

Vernadette, acutely aware of the dark cloud
that hovers over her life, decides to give in
and embrace the chaos. As their lives unfold,
the women increasingly rely on one another
throughout the challenges of men, sex, marriage, parenting, divorce and aging. And
when fate throws a monkey wrench into one
of their lives, these friends poignantly prove
the enduring power of teamwork.
“If one of these roles appeals to you, we
invite you to join the fun,” said Freeman.
“Become part of The Dixie Swim Club and
create your own lasting friendships with fellow cast members.
Questions about auditioning or otherwise participating in this play can be directed
to Freeman at (509) 935-6681.
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