
While he may be wearing a differ-
ent colored jersey, Dawson Youngblood 
is be very familair to those who have sat 
in Chewelah’s basketball gym the past 
few years.

Youngblood, who transferred from 
Chewelah to Deer Park after his fresh-
man year of high school, was a standout 
Cougar and is now a key part of the Stags 
run to the District 7 1 championship for 
two years in a row.

“The season has gone overall re-
ally well,” Dawson told the Independent. 
“We’ve gone through some hard times 
that have built us and prepared us for post 

season for sure.” 
The Stags had their toughest test in 

their last game, staring down the barrel of 
the top-seeded Freeman Scotties and their 
16-5 record. At West Vally High School 
last Wednesday, Youngblood notched 24 
points while his teammate and league 
MVP Jobi Gelder scored 19 points in the 
district championship game for a 71-62 
victory. The Stags were trailing 38-37 

after three quarters but exploded for 34 
points in the fourth quarter for the victo-
ry. The Stags boosted their record to 16-6 
on the year and punched their ticket to 
the regional round of the state basketball 
tournament.

Youngblood, who is thrilled to win 
back-to-back district titles, said it was 
great seeing his teammate Gelder win 
the league MVP award. Youngblood was 
also honored as a First-Team All-League 
selection for his basketball play and All-
League selection for his grades. 

“It feels great getting back in the 
state tournament,” Youngblood said. “I 
love it.” 

Today, they will face 14-10 King’s 
from Seattle. While the Knights were un-
defeated in league, they have just a 14-
seed compared to Deer Park’s 11-seed. A 
caveat, however, is that King’s beat Deer 
Park 77-40 last year in the state tourna-
ment, meaning the Stags will probably 
want a little revenge. 
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BLUE BLOOD : Dawson 
Youngblood a key part of a 
powerful Deer Park squad that 
has advanced to the State 1A 
basketball tournament

FORMER COUG HELPS LEAD DEER PARK TO STATE
REGIONAL ROUND

(11) DEER PARK VS. KING’S (14)
at West Valley High School
Tipoff is tonight at 6 p.m.

Game breakdown: King’s was 7-0 
in league play but just 14-10 overall 
while Deer Park in a brutal NEA 
League went 16-6 and notched a 9-4 
record in league play. 

See YOUNGBLOOD Page 2

HEALTH CORONAVIRUS: 
OUTBREAK
OR OVERBLOWN?

The Center of Disease Control and Prevention said the further growth of 
coronavirus cases in the United States is inevitable as it is rapidly evolving and 
spreading, but the message from officials remains mixed. Currently there are 
over 82K confirmed cases of the coronavirus COVID-19 worldwide, with over 
78K of those confirmed cases in mainland China.

But what does that mean? Many people are asking questions about the 
fatality rate, the way the virus is spread and where in the country people have 
been exposed.  

The immediate risk to the American public remains low, says Health and 
Human Services Secretary Alex Azar. “But as we have warned, that has the po-
tential to change quickly.” The World Health Organization said that the declin-
ing rates of new cases in China mean the virus could be contained but that other 
countries need to do work in order to prevent a further outbreak.

As of Thursday of this week, 2,810 people have died from the virus, with 
2.6K of those deaths coming in the Hubei providence of China where the virus 
outbreak originated. The US has just 60 confirmed cases and no deaths.

While the impact in the US has so far been small, the behavior of the virus 
and its spread outside of China has raised concerns with the CDC. There is no 
vaccine or medication to treat the virus and CDC doctors said prepare for “dis-
ruption of everyday life.”

“We are asking the American public to work with us to prepare for the 
expectation that this is going to be bad,” CDC director of Immunization and 
Respiratory Diseases Dr. Nancy Messonnier said in a KREM2 article.

Disruptions could include school closures, childcare services could be 
stopped and meetings could be turning into teleconferences.

The doctor said evidence shows the virus is spreading to countries out-
side of China, with counties like Iran and Italy seeing double-digit numbers of 
deaths from the disease. Travel restrictions have limited the number of cases in 
the U.S. and there are no plans to ease the restrictions. President Trump has also 
asked Congress $2.5 billion to combat the coronavirus and announced that Vice 
President Mike Pence will oversee the response to the outbreak.

Some coronavirus patients have been brought to Spokane, since Sacred 
Heart Medical Center has a unit set up to handle viruses like the cornavirus. 
Gonzaga University cancelled their student abroad program in Italy amid the 
outbreak there that is now numbering over 520 people and has killed 14.

HOW DEADLY IS THE CORONAVIRUS?
The fatality rate for the cornavirus is something that needs to be put in 

perspective. The common flu, for example, infected 35 million people in US 
in 2018-2019 and killed 34,000 people for a fatality rate of .09 percent. The 
coronavirus has infected 82,550 people so far, resulting in 2,810 deaths which is 
about a three percent fatality rate. 

If the coronavirus were to spread to millions, the number of dead could 
be much higher than the common flu. However, one has to consider that the 

SPREAD OF VIRUS INEVITABLE: Center of Disease Control says 
virus will spread to the United States with larger infection 
numbers, but how dangerous is the coronavirus? 
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VIRUS ANXIETY
Despite only 
sixty cases of the 
coronavirus in the 
United States, it has 
been the topic of 
doom and gloom in 
many social media 
circles. 

THIS WEEKEND

The Kettle Range 
Conservation Group is host-
ing the seventh annual Wild 
and Scenic Film Festival 
at Quartzite Brewing in 
Chewelah this weekend.

On Saturday, the doors 
to the brewery will open at 
5:45 p.m. and films will start 
at 6:30 p.m. Tickets to the 
film festival will be avaliable 
for $15, cash or check only. 

According to their 
website, the Kettle Range 
is a “unique grassroots 
conservation organization 
with regional influence.” 
The group said it anchors a 
largely urban-based conser-
vation movement from rural 
northeast Washington. 

For 18 years, the Kettle 
Range Conservation Group 
was an all-volunteer opera-
tion before opening it’s first 
office in Republic in 1994. 

The Kettle Range 
Conservation Group was 
formed in 1976 to “seek 
Wilderness protection for 
the Kettle River Range 
Mountains,” and has been in 
the area for 32 years.

“Kettle Range has chal-
lenged hundreds of projects 
that threatened ancient 
forests, roadless areas and 

endangered species in the up-
per Columbia River Basin,” 
the website said. “Together 
with other colleagues, we 
have protected wilderness 
and stopped the destruction 
of more than one half million 

acres of publicly owned 
forests.”

For more informa-
tion on the Kettle Range 
Conservation Group go to 
www.kettlerange.org.

Kettle Range Conservation Group 
hosting film festival in Chewelah
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Dawson	Youngblood	is	given	All-League	
honors	at	the	district	tourney.	Courtesy photo

Would you like to get the daily editions 
of the Chewelah Independent? 
Our semi-daily editions will come up in-between 
our print editions. Stay up to date by having them 
emailed to you! Email brandon@chewelah
independent.com and he will add you to the 
Chewelah Independent’s daily edition mailing list.

SUBSCRIBE TO THE PAPER
Get local news, sports, photos and much more delivered right to your mailbox with the Chewelah Independent’s weekly 
print edition. This will have premium stories and photos for you to enjoy in handheld format. To subscribe to the 
paper, call 935-8422 or email theindependent@centurytel.net. Cost is only $30 a year if you live in Stevens County.


